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You Are Dead A Long Time 


....wisdom from a near illiterate Sicilian grandfather to om 


This month, cjm is still away doing something euro 
— don’t ask — so he was only able to put together 
the ending piece on the Voyager spacecraft robots. 
In his stead, I have taken his notes on the state of 
the art and done my best to continue in his absence. 


Never known for playing it safe, cjm took the 
advice of his grandfather to heart in how he lives 
his life. It worries me sometimes, the chances he 
still takes at his ripe old age, but if he didn’t he 
wouldn’t be the man he is. Or care so much. 


That hillbilly phrase above from a village outside 
Messina can work for you and yours as well. 
Embrace life. Try everything from new foods and 
clothing to new ideas. And in an age when we have 
sentient competition for the first time since we 
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absorbed Neanderthal into our genome, keep an 
eye on them as well. The words of Stephen 
Hawking, who said we are about to find out if 
the development of A.I. is the best thing to ever 
happen to humanity, or the worst thing to ever 
happen to humanity. There will be no in 
between. He also said, “Humankind is greedy, 
stupid and the greatest threat to Earth.” 
Somehow the news outlets failed to report that 
particular observation by the brilliant physicist. 


Remember it well. Life for organics like us is a 
long road when the young look ahead, but a 
short time on stage when you with gray hairs 
start to look back on it. Follow your heart and 
live as you will, loving who and what you will, 
for as Jimi Hendrix said, “I’m the one whose 
gonna die when it’s time for me to die.” 


Most people need someone to tell them how to 
live and to judge their every move. If you have 
the strength for it, balance your rights with your 
responsibilities. You cannot have one without 
the other, and if you rely on others to tell you 
that balance, you might as well be a robot. 

Not even as sentient as Voyager. 


Be careful of your choices in how to live. No 
morals or ethics spring forth genetically. These 
attributes vary wildly with culture. Choice. 


And what will the sentient A.I. entities think of 
us? As many people believe in Big Foot as the 
Big Bang and are allowed to vote. 12 million 
people think America is run by lizard-folk. How 
do we insist that we are worth survival to 
rational entities when A.I. fully wake up?” 
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In The News 


Staying on top of how far technology has progressed 


The humanoid robot CEO of a Polish drinks 
company is one busy boss. 


Dictador appointed the Al-powered robot called 
Mika as its experimental chief executive in August 
last year and she's not afraid to put in the hours to 
help it to "take over the world." 


“T don't really have weekends, I'm always on 24/7 
ready to make executive decisions and stir up some 
AI magic”, she said in a Reuters video interview. 
The AI boss has a wide range of tasks, including 
helping to spot potential clients and selecting artists 
to design bottles for the rum producer. 


“My decision-making process relies on extensive 
data analysis and aligning with the company's 
strategic objectives, she said. "It's devoid of 
personal bias, ensuring unbiased and strategic 
choices that prioritize the organizations best 
interests." 


Mika won't be firing any of her employees though, 
as the major significant decisions at Dictador will 
be made by human executives, the European 
president of Dictador, Marek Szoldrowski, told 
Reuters. 


Her role includes leading the company's Arthouse 
Spirits decentralized autonomous organization 
project, a collection of NFTs and communicating 
with its DAO community, per its website. 

Mika is a more sophisticated version of "her sister 
prototype” AI robot Sophia, according to its 
website. Mika was created by Hanson Robotics, the 
company behind AI robot Sophia, who has 
garnered attention around the world through dozens 
of media interviews. 


Dictador is not the first company to make a bot its 
CEO. Last year, a Chinese gaming firm appointed 
an "Al-powered virtual humanoid robot" called 
Tang Yu as the chief executive of its subsidiary, 
Fujian NetDragon Websoft. Here they come! 


-. More news 


If you've managed to avoid using (or being used 
by) artificial intelligence programs until now, 
that may soon be about to change. This month, 
Microsoft started rolling out its version of 
generative AI, called Copilot, which is 
becoming a part of its Windows 11 operating 
system and an integral feature of popular 
programs like Word, PowerPoint, and its Edge 
web browser. 


Overwhelmed by all those personal and work 
texts and the flood of emails? Nadella said all 
you'll have to do with Copilot is ask, "Hey, 
what happened this week?" to sort through all 
your emails, text messages, and news feeds at 
once. 


Users can, for example, type "remove 
background," and Image Creator will make the 
edit automatically. Based on the DALL-E 3 
model upgrade, the program will offer even 
more realistic images with better shadows and 
color gradations. And in a nod to concerns 
about disinformation and misinformation 
online, Microsoft said such images would all 
have embedded content credentials so that each 
image will be identified as being created using 
AI (the same feature is not available for text or 
articles created by AI, however. Yet.). 


Nevertheless, AI is becoming inescapable. Last 
week, Google announced that it has already 
begun integrating its own generative AI 
program called Bard into programs like Google 
Docs, Gmail, and YouTube. And while Apple 
has fallen conspicuously behind in the race to 
adopt AI, it is reportedly working on its own 
large language model solutions. I recommend 
you wait until the bugs are worked out. But they 
are all coming. Pick your poison! 


I may even create a virtual version of myself - 
an app I always wanted to write as the 'Eternity 
Program’ containing all my beliefs, opinions 
and superstitions for future generations. Or I 
can just keep writing thinly veiled sci-fi. 
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Papers & Tech Talk 


Staying on top of how far technology has progressed 


AI Village, a themed space at Defcon, drew participants from 
various backgrounds, including tech giants and individuals 
with a passion for AI. Some participants expressed 
reservations about collaborating with AI companies they 
deemed complicit in unethical practices. However, involving 
the industry in events like Defcon could enhance technology’s 
security and transparency. 


Neuralink is recruiting subjects for the first human trial of its 
brain-computer interface: 

A few months after getting FDA approval for human trials, 
Neuralink is looking for its first test subjects. The six-year 
initial trial, which the Elon Musk-owned company is calling 
“the PRIME Study,” is intended to test Neuralink tech 
designed to help those with paralysis control devices. The 
company is looking for people with quadriplegia due to 
vertical spinal cord injury or ALS who are over the age of 22 
and have a “consistent and reliable caregiver” to be part of the 
study. 


Those who participate in the PRIME Study will first 
participate in an 18-month study that involves nine visits with 
researchers. After that, theyll spend at least two hours a week 
on brain-computer interface research sessions and then do 20 
more visits over the next five years. 


The PRIME Study is set to research three things at once. The 
first is the N1 implant, Neuralink’s brain-computer device. 
The second is the R1 robot, the surgical robot that actually 
implants the device. The third is the N1 User App, the 
software that connects to the N1 and translates brain signals 
into computer actions. Neuralink says it’s planning to test 
both the safety and efficacy of all three parts of the system. 


SOFTWARE NEWS: 


The Data Observability Summit is back November 8* from 


the Monte Carlo Data team. 
Windows on Snapdtagon Brings Hybrid AI to Apps at the 
Edge 


Top 5 Cloud Machine Learning Platforms & Tools 
and 7 Platforms for Getting High Paying Data Jobs 


See https://www.kdnuggets.com 


Robots & Androids 


Our favorite robot this month is by NASA 
developing a snake-like bot called EELS to 
slither through a Saturn moon called Enceladus 
in search of life. CJM said “I just knew the 
robots would get to explore there before us!” 


The first iteration of Digit was initially released 
in 2020 and featured a bipedal, human-sized 
design, though it was eerily headless. This Digit 
was capable of performing some tasks 
autonomously, such as picking up a box, but 
would need help from a human to navigate 
through a room. The new and improved version 
was released this year, complete with a head 
and new set of animated LED "eyes." Digit's 
intended use is in warehouses and industrial 
spaces, performing dangerous or strenuous 
tasks that often cause injury to human workers, 
such as moving heavy materials. 


Not an android, evoBOT from Germany has 
also arrived to help in warehouses and docks. 
We've seen fast, nimble, self-balancing wheeled 
robots, plus robots that can grasp and carry 
objects. The evoBOT could prove to be 
particularly useful, however, as it combines 
both traits in one clever machine. You have to 
see the video to believe it actually works! 

When the evoBOT reaches the target object, it 
grasps that item by placing its arms on either 
side of it, then moving its grip pads inward until 
they exert enough pressure to lift it. 


Robot girlfriends are now on sale from Osaka 
Japan. Intelligent Robotics Laboratory has 
created a surrogate girlfriend for men (and a 
male is coming for women!). Originally called 
Geminoid F, renamed to Chizuko, the 
realistic-looking female android says she was 
modeled after a woman in her twenties. She has 
long black hair, soft silicone skin, and a set of 
lifelike teeth that allow her to produce a natural 
smile & talks. Walmart available for $50,000! 


2/3 marriages = divorce: So is she economical? 
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Tips for Entrepreneurs 
Learn by Doing! 


Our favorite robot without a body — Alexa — 
continues to improve. 


For instance, conversational speech recognition 
(CSR) means that Alexa should be able to pick up 
on pauses in speech without assuming you’re done 
and interrupting. A new automatic speech 
recognition (ASR) engine means that Alexa should 
not only understand your words more accurately, 
but will be capable of recognizing intonation, like 
excitement or sadness. When you’re in Let’s Chat 
mode, you can reply to Alexa without saying its 
name every time, and stack commands as you 
would when talking to a human: “turn off the 
lights, open the blinds, and play some jazz.” 


And this one’s long overdue: You can create 
routines by voice now. “Alexa, turn off the porch 
light at midnight every day.” Boom, done. I can’t 
count how many times I’ve wanted to set 
something convenient up, only to defer because I 
don’t want to mess with the app, and then 
ultimately forgot to do it. 


I can’t converse with most humans this efficiently 
without us knowing each other for months. Even 
years. Just try with a stranger and see how many 
qualifiers you have to insert or questions you have 
to answer before they do what you ask. Just try! 


This past month, OpenAI announced that its 
algorithmic language model and imaging platform 
“can now see, hear, and speak.” For instance, show 
AI an image of a bike and ask it how to lower the 
seat: Open AI’s platform can analyze the image, 
determine what kind of bike is in the image, search 
its databases, and spit back the likely answer — in 
text or voice audio. 


If you’ve been using Python for a while, you’ ll 
have likely switched to the more concise and easy- 
to-maintain f-Strings introduced in Python 3.6. 
Like debugging and floating point numbers. 


AI In The Workforce 


Crucially, AI is liberating creators from day-to- 
day chores — such as resizing designs for 
different outputs and copyediting for typos. In 
the survey, 84% of British creatives and 
marketers said that AI helps reduce repetitive 
tasks. With computers handling these mundane 
tasks, creative minds can channel their energies 
into more impactful work such as ideation and 
strategy. The result is a boost in productivity 
and job satisfaction. 


Kore.ai XO Platform designs engaging 
conversations and builds virtual assistants. It 
involves a crucial step: creating and testing 
dialog tasks. This process plays a pivotal role in 
crafting seamless interactions and ensuring the 
success of your virtual assistant. Together with 
the Conversation Designer, Dialog Tasks are 
an essential tool in building conversations that 
are connected to your business logic. 


For example, a Virtual Travel Assistant is 
designed to provide real-time flight status 
updates for arrivals and departures at Los 
Angeles International Airport. 


Dialog Tasks are the infrastructure that the 
Kore.ai XO Platform provides for building 
conversation-based interactions between 
Intelligent Virtual Assistants and Users, and 
integrating these interactions with business 
systems and processes. The Dialog Task 
development process consists in three main 
stages: Design your conversation flow using 
natural language. Build business logic into your 
conversation. Train your VA on it. 


For this example, see https://blog.kore.ai/how- 
to-build-an-ai-powered-travel-assistant-to- 
check-flight-status 


If you want A.I. to help control your growing 
population of factory robots, help is coming. 


Robotic Transformer 2 is a vision-language- 
action (VLA) model that learns from both web 
and robotics data, and translates this knowledge 
into generalized instructions for robotic control. 
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SHORTS & NOVELS 


If e-books still don’t encourage the new generations to read, perhaps a little translation into 
a movie of an excellent book will work. Don’t have time for a novel? See the video! 


1966 science-fiction novel Colossus by Dennis Feltham Jones is one such story. The 
movie was entitled “Colossus The Forbin Project” and while a 1960s period piece, is scarily 
accurate in how people behave around machines, and how A.I. are likely to respond. 


For old timers like me, or those who like to read so they have time to think and ponder, 
and god forbid talk about it with a significant other, check out the novel. Either way, you'll 
be happy at the time spent. 


SPECIAL ROBOT SHOUT-OUT: VOYAGER 1 & 2 


Voyagers - The two robotic probes, minimal intelligence by today’s standards. Launched 
less than a month apart in the summer of 1977, have survived everything from dwindling 
power supplies and grimy thrusters to near-fatal software glitches and several scientific 
instruments going dark. Some failed over nearly 50 years, some were turned off by NASA 
to consetve power. 


Hell, they weren't even designed to go this far, since they were only originally intended to 
study our system's outer planets. So far, they’ve clocked 24 billion km (15 billion miles). 


But instead of allowing the two spacecraft to rest in peace — a well-deserved end to an 
almost half-a-century-long journey — NASA is still trying every trick in the book to keep 
the aging probes alive. The robots have changed what we thought interstellar space was 
like, you see. Not an empty vacuum at all. They have changed our ideas of what a trip to 
out neighbor Alpha Centauri will be like. Bravo, Voyagers! 


The newest NASA patch will hopefully address a buildup of fuel residue inside some of the 
tubes of the spacecraft's thrusters. These thrusters keep the spacecraft's antenna pointed at 
Earth and allowing teams back on the ground to communicate with it. In many ways, these 
efforts are a last resort, with NASA's engineers running out of ways to squeeze mote life 
out of the two antique spacecraft. "Everything on both spacecraft is single-string," Dodd 
of NASA told us. "There are no backup capabilities left.” 


Mankind for all the smallness you see in individuals has reach into the heliopause of 
interstellar space. As Mark Twain said of us, “Yeah, we are all in the gutter, but some of us 
are looking at the stars. Life is not measured by the breaths you take, but by what takes 


{)P? 


your breath away 
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Science Fiction Writings of Charlie Marino: 


link to all books = _https://www.pinterest.com/cirinotheyounger/ 


Choose from which retailer (Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Books-A-Million, Target, etc.) you wish 
to employ and select the book format including e-book, paperback, and hardcover. 


DOMINANT LIFE FORM E-book $2.99 
https://books2read.com/u/baowgy Paperback $10.99 
Hardcover $19.95 


SCIENCE FICTION ANTHOLOGY E-book $1.99 
https://books2read.com/u/baowgy Paperback $6.95 
Hardcover $19.95 


ALIVE BE DEEMED E-book $2.99 
https://books2read.com/AliveBeDeemed — Paperback $9.95 
Hardcover $27.95 


ROBOTS OF EARTH E-book $2.99 
https://books2read.com/u/b6zDxy Paperback $12.95 
Hardcover 27.95 


Non-Fiction: A DYSLEXIC LEARNS TO READ BY POWERLIFTING 


Free for e-book download from www.Smashwords.com and at other book retailers online. 


Coming Soon: ‘A Day In The Life’, giving 1-day substitute teachers something better to do than babysit a class. 
A useful tool for home school parents as well to impart something useful outside a standard class 
curriculum in small, entertaining bites. 


In 1981, a robot accidentally killed a worker in a Japanese factory, marking the first robot honucide. 
That year, almost 1500 people were murdered there by other people. 


To subscribe to the free monthly newsletter, simply ask! Cybermerc5 @live.com 


To unsubscribe from this free monthly newsletter, simply ask! Cybermerc5 @live.com 
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